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“But sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts: and be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you 
a reason of the hope that is in you. . .”  
(I Peter 3:15)

“Why I Believe”
Firesides

Held Sunday Evenings at the New Zealand 
Temple Visitors’ Centre

2004 and 2005

Talks Are Arranged In Alphabetical Order

These Firesides were under the direction of Doug and Cecile Scribner
Directors of the New Zealand Visitors’ Centre - 2004 and 2005

This book has been produced by Cecile J. Scribner, Elk Ridge Utah, 2019
www.trusthousebook.com

Printed by J Mart Printing, Spanish Fork, Utah
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I believe in Jesus Christ.  I believe his words, “If ye 
have faith, and doubt not,…ye shall say unto this 

mountain, be thou removed and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done.  And all things whatsoever 
ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.”  (Matthew 21:21, 22) 
 
When I was a young boy I was walking happily to the community grocery store to purchase some 
candy. As I walked, I flipped my coin up into the air, planning to catch it.  Unfortunately, it dropped 
into the weeds next to a ditch bank and I was unable to find it.  Remembering what my mother had 
taught me, I said a prayer, asking Heavenly Father to help me find my precious coin.  After praying, I 
wondered how Heavenly Father could let me know where my coin was.  I had a great idea.  I went 
back to the house and got another coin.  Returning to the precise place I had lost my other coin, I 
flipped it into the air and let it drop to the ground.  This time I watched the coin carefully as it landed 
in the weeds.  As I knelt down to retrieve the second coin, there was my first coin sitting right next to 
it!  Oh that we could all have the faith of a child. 
 
The scriptures are full of miracles which demonstrate God’s powerful intervention with man.   
 
Jonah 1:4, 15-17; 2:1, 9, 10; 3:1, 2 
I believe the events recorded in the Bible happened to Jonah exactly as recorded.  Jesus used the story 
to teach a principle in Matthew 12:39-41, reinforcing the truth of the story of Jonah in the whale’s 
belly. 
 
When our daughter Natalie was a young girl she developed a significant problem with warts.  When 
we counted, she had twenty-eight warts covering her hands and arms.  They caused her much 
embarrassment.  After trying several remedies unsuccessfully, we finally tried a strong prescription 
medicine that was to be applied each night.  Unfortunately, it was a very painful process, and after the 
application Natalie would run through the house crying and waving her arms trying to get the air to 
dry the medicine so it would stop burning.  After one of these unpleasant episodes, we quickly 
gathered our family together for a short prayer before putting the children to bed.  Natalie’s younger 
brother, Cameron, was asked to say it.  He offered a simple prayer with one request, that Natalie’s 
warts would go away and she wouldn’t have to have the medicine anymore.  We were humbled by his 
simple faith.  Natalie hugged him with affection.  The next evening when it was time to apply the 
medicine, Natalie stated that she didn’t need the medicine anymore, because Heavenly Father was 
going to bless her.  She just asked that Cameron offer the evening prayer again.  This challenged our 
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faith as parents.  Should we give Natalie and Cameron an opportunity to exercise faith at the risk of 
the warts getting worse?  We decided we must allow them to try.  Within a few days the warts started 
to disappear, and they were gone within a very short time afterwards. 
 
I pray that we might all increase our faith and trust in the Lord’s power in our lives. 
 
 
Lynette Cook:  Visitors’ Center August 7, 2005 
 
I am inspired by our full time elders and sisters.  Their examples of commitment and their testimonies 
strengthen my testimony.  Our Korean missionaries serve two years of compulsory military service, 
and still choose to serve two years as full time missionaries.  Many of our missionaries are the only 
members in their families.  Many never receive a letter from home.  Some have been disowned by 
their families.  Many save money and support themselves on their mission.  All leave familiar 
surroundings and people for the unknown.  Many learn a new language. 
 
WHY?  They have felt the love of God in their lives.  They want to share it.  They have felt a portion 
of what prophet Lehi felt in 2 Nephi 1:15, 20: “But behold, the Lord hath redeemed my soul from hell; 
I have beheld his glory, and I am encircled about eternally in the arms of his love.  And he hath said 
that inasmuch as ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall prosper in the land; but inasmuch as ye 
will not keep my commandments ye shall be cut off from my presence. 
 
Who have our missionaries come here to teach?  Those who have been prepared for the message. 
 
1.  Those whose afflictions have humbled them.  Alma 32:6   Alma had gone to teach the Zoramites.  
He found that the people who were ready to hear his message were the poor people who had been 
“despised of all men because of their poverty,” who had been cast out of the synagogues that they had 
built with their own hands by the rich.  “And now when Alma heard this, he turned him about, his face 
immediately towards him, and he beheld with great joy; for he beheld that their afflictions had truly 
humbled them, and that they were in a preparation to hear the word.  Therefore he did say no more to 
the other multitude; but he stretched forth his hand, and cried unto those whom he beheld, who were 
truly penitent, and said unto them:  I behold that ye are lowly in heart; and if so, blessed are ye.”  And 
he proceeded to teach them the gospel. 
 
2.  Those seeking to be cleansed from sins.  3 Nephi 27:19-21  “…No unclean thing can enter into 
his kingdom; therefore nothing entereth into his rest save it be those who have washed their garments 
in my blood, because of their faith, and the repentance of all their sins, and their faithfulness unto the 
end.  Now this is the commandment:  Repent, all ye ends of the earth, and come unto me and be 
baptized in my name, that ye may be sanctified by the reception of the Holy Ghost, that ye may stand 
spotless before me at the last day.” 
 
3.  Those seeking a better life, or increased light.  As we accept the message the missionaries bring, 
we begin to develop the same level of conversion and commitment in our lives that brings about the 
faith that they exemplify as missionaries.  I pray that each of us might do this.  In the name of Jesus 
Christ, Amen. 
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Emmery and Noel Morris  (1958) 
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(. . .That night, I found myself on my bedroom floor 
with my Book of Mormon, praying for help. . . 
Believing is everything.   And with a sincere heart, I 
asked Heavenly Father, “Please show me inside this 
Book of Mormon what I have to do.  I am going to 
open it three times and the first verses that I spot can 
help me.”. . .) 
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Many more testimonies were given by members of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in the Visitors’ Centre expressing 

“Why I Believe,” but unfortunately, they were unable to give written 
copies of their testimonies and conversion stories.  We thank them 
all for the spirit that they brought into the Visitors’ Centre during 
the two years that we served as directors.  These firesides ALWAYS 
brought the Spirit and all who attended were touched spiritually.  

We have great love for the Saints in this part of the world who have 
become life-long friends. 

 Doug and Cecile Scribner
New Zealand Temple Visitors’ Centre Directors, 2004-2006

Ed and Janice Ridges, 
5 June 2005 

Missionaries in New Zealand

Natana and Alba Horua, 
April 18, 2004

Bishop Benavides, 
April 18, 2004, 

(Hawaii)

Dr. Tiwini Hemi, 26 June 2005David Hemi, 26 June 2005

Butters Family - April 2004
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Antonio Savini, February 6, 
2005,  (Italy)

Eugene Watene, April 25, 2004 
Anzac Fireside

Ian and Paula Ardern, January 
16, 2005 - Called to serve as

Fijian Mission President

Newman Soloa’i
January 9, 2005

Todd Miller, February 8, 2004
Team member of the 

New Zealand All Blacks

Br. and Sis. Shortland, 
Feb. 13, 2005

Gladys Nylangaruye 
February 6, 2005,

(The Congo)

Sister Katie Mill, June 1, 2004
Visitors’ Centre Missionary 

(Colorado)
Br. and Sis Wihongi (Auckland) and 

Sister Heperi, July 25, 2004

Brother Strother and Bronson Strother
July 11, 2004

Brother Rayner, July 11, 2004

The Thomson Family
September 18, 2005
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President Higgins 
(Stake President), 
March 27, 2005

Tzu-fen Wang and her son, Leo, 
May 1, 2005

Vic Parker
May 16, 2004

President and Sister Campbell, New Zealand 
Temple President and Matron, June 13, 2004

Bishop and Sister Delaibatiki and 
Family (Fiji), November 28, 2004

Selvin Abraham
(India) May 1, 2005

Br. and Sis. Paton
May 15, 2005

Greg and Liz Willis
May 22, 2005

Bishop Josephs and his son, Keola, 
May 30, 2004

Alex and Kathy Steenstra
November 7 2004

Br. and Sis. Churchill
(Scotland) Oct 31, 2004

Gill Ballard (costumer 
& photographer) 

Sept 5, 2004
Renata Kahuroa 

(musician) Sept 5, 2004
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The following pages include copies of sketches that 
were donated (in 2004)  to the New Zealand 

Visitors’ Centre by Ray Andrus, the son of Roman 
Andrus, the artist who made these sketches.  

Roman and his wife, Irva, served a mission in New 
Zealand in the 1970’s and he drew these sketches 
of people who had come to attend the temple - 

many of them came from outlying islands.  These 
are now in the Matthew Cowley Pacific Church 

History Centre, Temple View, New Zealand 
(as of  October 2019)

Self-Portraits of the 
Artist, Roman Andrus
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